Tuberculosis an& National Health
In this form of the disease tubercle bacilli are shed at an early
stage, although at first sputum may be scanty, and it therefore
presents a serious source of infection in the home.
The type of pulmonary tuberculosis varies according to en/
vironmental and industrial conditions and an urban and rural
type has come to be recognized.   It has long been known that
owing to specific protection, those -who have been born and
brought up in large urban districts are more resistant to tuberculous
lesions than those who live in rural areas.   When tuberculosis
develops in those who have migrated from isolated rural districts
to crowded urban districts it generally assumes a more active
and progressive character.   The difference between the clinical
features of tuberculosis in town dwellers and that in country
dwellers has been made the subject of a special study by Tomanek
who examined 1,860 cases of tuberculosis from country dis/
tricts and compared them with 1,824 cases from towns.   His
conclusions are as follows.  In country dwellers infiltrations are
approximately twice as commonly met with, bilateral disease
is three times more common, tuberculosis of the skin, mucous
membrane, larynx, and lymphatic glands is more frequent, and
generally the disease is more serious and more rapidly progressive
in character.  In town dwellers the middle age and senile types
are more frequently met with than in country dwellers.   These
findings are in accord with accepted views regarding the influence
exercised by specific protection on the clinical manifestations and
course of the disease.  They emphasize the necessity for due allow/
ance being made in regard to variation in type when surveys
of the clinical features of the disease in any particular district are
made, as for example in comparing the young adult type in a
remote rural district with the same type in a populous urban
district.
The clinical features portrayed by tuberculosis when it devek
ops in mental defectives and persons suffering from progressive
dementia differ widely from those observed in normal persons.
In an investigation made by Elkins and the writer on the incidence
oftuberculosis among patients in a mental hospital, it was found
that the disease conformed in few features to that commonly seen
m mffry ^rml in<iividuals* Although postmortem, findings
prowd the existence of pulmonary lesions, the classical symptoms
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